SERGEI EISENSTEIN 

[23 January 1898, Riga, Latvia - 11 February 1948, Moscow, Russia]
Russian filmmaker Sergei Mikhailovich Eisenstein is considered one of the architects of the language of cinema, a director-theorist whose reputation rests on a handful of films made in the 1920s and '30s. His post-revolution propaganda films for the new Russian state made him a national hero and a celebrity in the new international film industry. Strike (1925), October (1928), The General Line (1929) and The Battleship Potemkin (1925) made his career, their dynamism and groundbreaking editing techniques more than making up for the heavy-handed politics. Eisenstein is famous for his use of montage -the purposeful juxtaposition of images- and his emphasis on editing as a storytelling device. His oeuvre includes seven completed films. His other films include the patriotic epics Alexander Nevsky (1938) and Ivan the Terrible (1944), both of which were scored by composer Sergei Prokofiev.
He tried Hollywood briefly (1930-32), then embarked on an ill-fated film project in Mexico (sponsored by American writer Upton Sinclair) before heading back to Russia. Back in Moscow after 1932, he lectured, wrote about film theory and managed to finish some projects, despite conflicts with Joseph Stalin. Encouraged by documentary pioneer Robert Flaherty to explore Latin America during his journey, he shot Que Viva Mexico in 1930 with the financial assistance of writer Upton Sinclair. Upon completing the principal photography, Eisenstein sent the completed footage to Russia, where it was intercepted by government officials and removed from the director's control. Thus this film remained unfinished.
