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PRESS RELEASE

METOIKESIS / LIZZIE CALLIGAS

The opening of Lizzie Calligas’ photography exhibition will be held at the Sismanoglio Megaro of the Consulate General of Greece in Istanbul, on Friday, 4 February 2011, at 19.00. 

Visitors to the exhibition will have the chance to see 25 impressive large-scale photos of the Old Acropolis Museum. The lens focuses on the archaic statues of the Kores wrapped in the white cloth which protected them during their transportation to the New Acropolis Museum, their new home. The photos were taken in 2007 shortly before preparations began to transfer the exhibits. The artist notes: “The eyewitness experience I had when preparations for their transfer finally began was extraordinary and immensely valuable. The space of the old museum now looked like a hospital, or a vast operating room. Conservators and archaeologists in white gloves quietly moved about among the antiquities, following the instructions of a meticulously thought-out plan, doing what had to be done. Sculptures were being prepared to be placed in separate crates so they could be safely transferred by crane from up the sacred rock to the museum’s new building below. Beneath their cover of white fabric the statues seemed mysterious and oddly alive. I made up stories about them and used my camera to translate into image all that I saw and felt.” 

The director of CACT Syrago Tsiara clarifies: “Lizzie Calligas strikes a delicate balance between the sense evoked by the opaque protective fabric and the imposing forms it conceals. Occasionally, a face, or limb, or entire figure is clearly outlined beneath its cover, inviting the viewer to hark as they intimate their fears and expectations of the journey that lies ahead.”

Imprinted memories, frozen in time, these last moments in their old home, scenes from the process of moving house, scenes of departure, moments of arrival compose not a pure photographic documentation but rather an interpretation of an impressionistic nature, at a critical moment in the lifetime of these statues. 

The exhibition “Metoikesis” was first presented at the Thessaloniki Center of Contemporary Art (24 April – 6 June 2010), in the context of a retrospective to contemporary female artists. In 2010, this exhibition was also included in the Photobiennale organised by the Thessaloniki Museum of Photography. After a  stop-over at the Benaki Museum in Athens (15 December 2010 – 23 January 2011), the exhibition will be presented at the Sismanoglio Megaro between 5 February and 2 March 2011. “Metoikesis” is jointly curated by the director of the Contemporary Art Center of Thessaloniki, Syrago Tsiara, and art historian, Christina Petrinou.
Lizzie Calligas
Born in Athens in 1943, Calligas studied at the Athens School of Fine Arts from 1975 to 1980 and from almost the very beginning of her career has been mainly interested in photography and engraving. She has also created a number of installations. The main themes in her work are time (the past and the traces it leaves on persons and places), light and the human body. In her work Metamorphoses. My body-Your body (1985-1990) she projects slides onto the naked body of her model, thus creating the impression that the body is a shell containing its own history, playing with the concepts of the immaterial (light) and the material (the body). Using a wide range of materials and processes (projection, photography, drawing) she creates images of the female body which confuse the spectator and raise questions if the body is imaginary or real. 

Lives and works in Athens and Spetses.
Selected solo exhibitions

2010

Metoikesis, Benaki Museum, Athens / Contemporary Art Center ofThessaloniki

Curators: Syrago Tsiara, Christina Petrinou
2008

What Comes to Light, L. Kanellopoulos Municipal Gallery, Eleusina

Curator: Christina Petrinou

Sea Pastels, Historical Archive-Museum of Hydra, Hydra

Curator: Christina Petrinou
1998

Iera Odos – Sacred Way, House of Cyprus, Athens / Aishylia 98, Eleusina

1991

Meeting with Venus of Milo, School in the town of Milos, Milos, Greece / Museum of Cycladic Art, Athens International Month of Photography

Metamorphoses: My Body – Your Body, Bodo Niemann Gallery, Berlin

1989

Metamorphoses: My Body–Your Body, Cambridge Darkroom

Sight and Site, Ileana Tounta Contemporary Art Center, Athens / International Month of Photography

1985

T-shirts Monotypes, Anemos Gallery, Kifissia, Athens

Selected group exhibitions

2009

Nees Morfes, 50 Years after, Benaki Museum, Athens

2007

4th Tashkent Biennale, Uzbekistan, 

State Museum of Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki

L’Eau et les Rêves, Gallerie Kamchatka, Paris

2006

Masquerades, State Museum of Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki

Curator: Syrago Tsiara

Reon Ydor, Tellogleio Foundation, Thessaloniki

Alpha Bank Collection, Macedonian Museum of Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki

5th Gyumbri Biennale, Gyumbri, Armenia State Museum of Contemporary Art, Greek participation

The Scarecrow, Averoff-Tositza Foundation, Metsovo, Greece

Curator: Olga Danielopoulou, Nico de Oliveira, Nicola Oxley

arthistory.com, Kalfayan Gallery, Athens

Summa Artists, Berlaymont, Brussels, Greek participation

Curator: Mary Michailides

23rd Biennale of Alexandria, Benaki Museum, Athens

Curator: Christina Petrinou

The Light, Sarajevo Winter Festival, Bosnia-Herzegovina,

Greek participation
2005

23rd Biennale of Alexandria, Museum of Fine Arts, Alexandria, Egypt / Foundation for Hellenic Culture, Alexandria, Egypt

Curator: Christina Petrinou
2003
Archaeologies, Museum of Byzantine Culture, Photosynkyria, Thessaloniki / Municipal Gallery, Athens
Curator: John Stathatos
1998

Greek Horizons, London Institute and other venues in the UK

Curator: Roger Wollen
The exhibition is sponsored by AEGEAN AIRLINES. 
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INFO

Sismanoglio Megaro
İstiklal caddesi No: 60, Beyoğlu

Τ.  +90 212 244 9335

culture@sismanogliomegaro.com 
www.sismanogliomegaro.com
Thessaloniki Center of Contemporary Art 

Τ. +30 2310546683, F. +30 2310593271

press@greekstatemuseum.com
www.cact.gr , info@cact.gr , www.myspace.com/cact_ 

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri: 15.00 – 20.00

Sat-Sun: 12.00 – 20.00
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