I HAVE A DREAM

The words pronounced by Martin Luther King during his speech in Washington in 1963 grew to become synonymous with the pursuit of changes, galvanising the activists of the revolt of May ’68 and filling with hope all those citizens who “demanded the impossible”. The exhibition I HAVE A DREAM was created at a unique time – in 2011 – with societies across the globe amid protests against the politico-social situation and humiliating economic conditions. In their video works the invited artists evoke the instances where the old status quo or ideology are done away with. Many of the films and videos on display were made before 2011, yet it’s not the date that matters but the intention or actually the unique intuition of the artists, who observe reality and visualise in their works the sense of the imminent change.
An inspiring reference point for the works on the exhibition turned out to be Raoul Vaneigem’s book The Revolution of Everyday Life from 1967, adopted as their Bible by the rebels of 1968. The author launched a critique of the broadly understood system, which embraces not only authority and statehood, but also the ossified structure informing the order of daily life of his contemporaries. As a situationist, Vaneigem held the view that man is not doomed to ‘living dead time’, while bliss, sensuality and fulfilling one’s desires provide the most powerful rebellious force. Today, we know that May 1968 significantly loosened social constraints, although individualism and satisfying one’s needs became one of the best commodities to sell. The same happened with the icons of the revolution – the people identified today rather with t-shirt prints than with revolt.
I HAVE A DREAM pivots around the theme of revolt and its liaisons with reality – it is an exhibition about revolution, without explicitly stating this worn-out word. Instead, I would like to investigate the incessant pursuit of change, which Heraclitus viewed as the most important element of the world, the engine and fuel of life. What is the origin of this energy and fire? From the futurists, to dadaists, avant-gardists, Fluxus and other utopists of the 20th century, the most important point was the sense of crisis, which compelled a rupture with the old status quo and visions of a new one. A critical moment carries a load of energy to spark theories and movements. We already know that the current crisis has unleashed the energy of change.

Culture related to new forms of representation, new avenues of communication and community-building imbue our lives with a sense of the contemporary. The works on display at the exhibition I HAVE A DREAM approach their themes from positions other than the conventional perception and depiction of the world. They open new perspectives, provoke issues to arise and tap into alternative forms of expression, while avoiding at the same time the narrowing of reality vision to mere political correctness. 
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